


The key to a better understanding of the Triumphal entry text is found in the psalm that Jesus quoted in his conversation with the Pharisees. 





Psalm 8:1-9 (NLT)  O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth! Your glory is higher than the heavens [2] You have taught children and infants to tell of your strength, silencing your enemies and all who oppose you. [3] When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers the moon and the stars you set in place [4] what are mere mortals that you should think about them, human beings that you should care for them?  [5] Yet you made them only a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor.  [6] You gave them charge of everything you made,putting all things under their authority [7] the flocks and the herds and all the wild animals, [8] the birds in the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything that swims the ocean currents.  [9] O Lord, our Lord, your majestic name fills the earth!


Four thoughts about this Psalm 


1.	The Power and Majesty of the name of the Lord.


2.  	Verse 2:  You have taught children and infants to tell of 	your strength to silence your enemies.    


3. 	God as a majestic creator. 





4. 	What are mere mortals that you even think of them?





Text: Matthew 21:1-16 (NLT)  As Jesus and the disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the town of Bethphage on the Mount of Olives. Jesus sent two of them on ahead. [2] “Go into the village over there,” he said. “As soon as you enter it, you will see a donkey tied there, with its colt beside it. Untie them and bring them to me. [3] If anyone asks what you are doing, just say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will immediately let you take them.” [4] This took place to fulfill the prophecy that said, [5] “Tell the people of Israel, ‘Look, your King is coming to you. He is humble, riding on a donkey riding on a donkey’s colt.” [6] The two disciples did as Jesus commanded. [7] They brought the donkey and the colt to him and threw their garments over the colt, and he sat on it. [8] Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. [9] Jesus was in the center of the procession, and the people all around him were shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David! Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  Praise God in highest heaven!” [10] The entire city of Jerusalem was in an uproar as he entered. “Who is this?” they asked. [11] And the crowds replied, “It’s Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” [12] Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive out all the people buying and selling animals for sacrifice. He knocked over the tables of the money changers and the chairs of those selling doves. [13] He said to them, “The Scriptures declare, ‘My Temple will be called a house of 


prayer,’ but you have turned it into a den of thieves!” [14] The blind and the lame came to him in the Temple, and he healed them. [15] The leading priests and the teachers of religious law saw these wonderful miracles and heard even the children in the Temple shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David.” But the leaders were indignant. [16] They asked Jesus, “Do you hear what these children are saying?”  “Yes,” Jesus replied. “Haven’t you ever read the Scriptures? For they say, ‘You have taught children and infants to give you praise.’





A.	Jesus rode into Jerusalem as Messiah and King.


	1.	The donkey was arranged at the direct request of  		Jesus.


	2. 	He was a popular figure coming in to Jerusalem. 


	3.	The Crowd went wild that day…


	4.	Success the way the world defines it is fragile. 





B.	Jesus threw out the money changers in the Temple. 


	1. 	Jesus would always stand for what is right.    


	2. 	God’s house was intended to be a house of prayer.  


	3. 	The money changers were misrepresenting the 		character of his Father. 


C.	Jesus healed the blind and the lame who came to him 	in the Temple. 


	1. 	When the Temple was cleansed, Jesus was ready  to 		demonstrate what an encounter with God was all 		about.


D.	The church leaders took offense at the children’s worship. 


[v. 15] The leading priests and the teachers of religious law saw these wonderful miracles and heard even the children in the Temple shouting, “Praise God for the Son of David.” But the leaders were indignant.


	1. 	The issue was who was being worshipped. 


	2. 	They advised Jesus to stop the children from praising 		him. 


	3.	The Children had it right, the leaders had it wrong.


E.	Conclusion: Which part of the crowd are you?  Are we the steadfast or the fickle who will turn away from Jesus when the going gets tough?  When it is anything but popular to serve the Lord. 


What will you do in your life as a result of this message? 
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