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Why Vision Matters
Text:  Acts 2:17-18 (NLT) ‘In the last days,’ God says, ‘I will pour out my Spirit   upon all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, and your old men will dream dreams. [18] In those days I will pour out my Spirit even on my servants—men and women alike—and they will prophesy.  

A.
Definition of Vision:  


1.
Vision is a clear picture of what could be, together with a conviction 


that what could be in fact should be.  


2.
Vision always relates to a cause.  

I Sam. 17:29 (NIV)  And David said, What have I now done?  Is there not a cause?   

3.
Vision involves the What the Why and the How.   

B.
What Vision does:  


1.
Vision releases passion.


a. 
A clear focused vision allows us to experience a measure of the 



emotion that surrounds the accomplishment of the vision. 


2.
Vision provides motivation.


3.
Vision provides direction.



a.
The most practical aspect of vision is that it sets direction for our 



lives.  It simplifies decision making as we look at choices as 


either moving us toward our goals or not.


4.
Never let the good become the enemy of the best.


5.
Vision provides purpose.



a.
It provides the fortitude to move you past life obstacles that 



would ordinarily slow you down or stop you.

C.
Vision originates in the heart of God.

1.
We have surrendered our right to self determination and have made 


the best trade in the world when we traded our plans for His purpose 

for us.

I Corinthians 6:19-20 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; [20] you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.  


2. 
Honoring God with your life involves finding out what God intends 


for our lives and then doing whatever that is.

D.
Where do we find Vision.

quote:  Pastor Andy Stanley “Visions are born in the soul of a man or woman who is consumed with the tension between what is...and what could be.”  Anyone who is emotionally involved with what could be is a candidate for vision.


1.  Vision begins as a concern or a burden that comes from an 



awareness of a need.


2.
Vision is a burden that time and prayer refines and intensifies.


3.
Vision is found at an altar or prayer closet
where what we want in 


life is overtaken by God’s voice speaking into our lives.

E.
How to separate a good idea from a God idea:  How to distinguish a passing thought from a vision worth throwing your life behind.


1.
A God idea absolutely requires God’s supernatural help to make it 


happen, a good idea can be accomplished with your own resources.


2.
A God given vision will be in alignment with what God is doing 


right now on planet earth.


3.
A God idea involves a task of sufficient size that only He could do it.  

That way when it is accomplished God alone will get the credit.


4.
A God idea intensifies and is clarified in your spirit over time.

Phillipians 2:13  for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.

F.
Vision always precedes preparation.


1.
Initially your vision will always exceed your competency.


2.
Living a life of Vision is a walk of faith.

Conclusions:  Living life as a visionary for God’s purpose is the most exciting way we can live.  The Vision is given by God and as we wait upon him, he will give us the means to accomplish the task he has given us.
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